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BACKGROUND



1. In October 2000 ECOSOC established the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), a 
subsidiary body with the main objective to promote the management, conservation and 
sustainable development of all types of forests and to strengthen long-term political 
commitment. 

2. The Forum has universal membership of all Member States of the United Nations and 
specialized agencies.

3. At the Fourth session of the UNFF an International Agreement of Forests was adopted 
with Resolution 2000/35 and in 2006, at its sixth session, the Forum agreed on four 
shared Global Objectives on Forests, providing clear guidance on the future work of the 
international arrangement on forests. 

4. Following intense negotiations, the Seventh Session of the Forum adopted the landmark 
Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests on 28 April 2007. 

5. The NLBI was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 17 December 2007.
6. At present there is an ongoing independent Review of the effectiveness of the International 

Arrangement on Forests (IAF) established through UNFF10 resolution 10/2
7. In addition – ad hoc working groups, major groups, bureau, etc. 
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UNITED NATIONS 
FORUM ON FORESTS



1. International treaty that sets binding obligations on industrialized countries to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases.

2. 1992 The UN Conference on the Environment and Development is held in Rio de Janeiro. 
It results in the Framework Convention on Climate Change.

3. 1995 Parties to the UNFCCC meet in Berlin (the 1st Conference of Parties (COP) to the 
UNFCCC) to outline specific targets on emissions.

4. 1997 In December the parties conclude the Kyoto Protocol in Kyoto, Japan, in which they 
agree to the broad outlines of emissions targets.

5. 2002 Russia and Canada ratify the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC bringing the treaty into 
effect on 16 February 2005

6. 19 COP 
7. Different mechanisms – CDM, JI, GIS, etc.
8. Technology Executive Committee 
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KYOTO/ COP



1. FOREST EUROPE is the pan-European political process for the sustainable management 
of the continent’s forests. 

2. FOREST EUROPE develops common strategies for its 46 member countries 
3. The FOREST EUROPE signatory countries and observers participate in the 

Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) decided to develop a legally binding 
agreement on forests in the pan-European region as mandated by the ministers at the 
Oslo Ministerial Conference (14-16 June 2011).

4. FOREST EUROPE is involved with other global and regional processes and initiatives 
dealing with issues of highest political and social relevance related to forests.

5. In order to improve and create dynamic forest policies, FOREST EUROPE has stepped up 
efforts to:

 consolidate tools for sustainable forest management and improve monitoring and 
reporting,

 strength efforts against illegal logging,
 develop a common approach of valuation of forests ecosystem services with the aim of 

raising awareness of its contributions to society wellness,
 emphasize the social aspects of forestry and the role of forests in the transition to a green 

economy.
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MCPFE/ FOREST EUROPE



 The Bureau of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee was established 
and consists of the Chair of the Committee and representatives of the following 
countries: Austria, Czech Republic, France, Norway, Poland, Russian 
Federation, Turkey, and Ukraine, and Spain as permanent observer.

 A draft negotiating text of a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe 
(LBA) was prepared, comprising four main objectives 

 No final agreement was reached and currently waiting for a decision/proposal 
by the General Coordinating Committee of Forest Europe
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LBA



1. Working Party on Forestry at the Council of the EU - meets on a monthly basis. It is 
consisted of representatives of the 28 EU MS to discuss Council decisions and 
conclusions, proposals for Regulations.

2. Standing Forestry Committee at the European Commission with subject matters, such as 
rural development, FLEGT, Natura 2000 and forests, research and forest certification. 
The SFC played an active role in ensuring that the EU Forest Action Plan in relation to the 
EU Forest Strategy from 1998 and the development of the new one

3. There are other EU groups working in the field of forestry, as Expert group on Forest 
Fires and Working Party on Agricultural Questions (Seeds & Propagating Material).
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EUROPEAN UNION



1. EU funded: by territorial cooperation programmes (South East Europe, INTERREG, CBC 
and others), Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), HORISON 2020 for science, 
LIFE+ for environment, etc.

2. Funded by Operational programmes (for national level)

3. Funded from other organizations: WB, EBRD, Innovation Norway, EEA, Swiss funding, 
etc.

4. Most appropriate approach for ensuring funding for establishment and strengthening of 
cooperation and partnerships, development and implementation of common activities 
and exchange of experience and best practices

5. Significant EFA experience in the field of project development and implementation: over 
120 projects for the programme period 2007 – 2013 (significant part from RDP) 
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INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS



1. Based on long term cooperation between countries

2. Focused on concrete topics or general information and best practices exchange

3. Funded from the budgets of the relevant organizations/ administrations

4. In most of the cases – with uneven nature, including peaks and periods with no activities

5. Significant support can be eventually ensured on the basis of the bilateral Government 
meetings or within the relevant Common committees for social-economic and scientific-
technological cooperation between two relevant countries

6. The Bulgarian case – slow transition between the bilateral cooperation activities to 
projects development and implementation
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BILATERAL COOPERATION



1. EFI - European Forest Institute

2. EUSTAFOR - Association of the European State Forest Owners Association

3. CEPF - Confederation of European Forest Owners

4. CEPI - Confederation of European Paper Industries

5. UEF - Union of the European Foresters

6. FECOF - European Federation of Municipal Forest Owners

7. ENFE - European Network of Forest Entrepreneurs

8. EFNA - European Forest Nursery Association
9. GREEN NGOS

10. OTHERS
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1. Moto: cooperation in the control and management of the Balkan forests – 
prerequisite for sustainable development of the region 

2. Aims:
The MoU will help to:

Present the forest sector of the Balkan countries and search for higher political 
priority and support 

Strengthen the bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the perspective of the 
European Union and opportunities for development of common project ideas and 
subsequent implementation of common projects in the forest sector;

Exchange experience, information and best practices, connected with the 
sustainable and multifunctional management and protection of the forests;

Ensure better communication between the relevant forest administrations from 
the Balkan countries 
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WHAT IS OUR IDEA



Strengths:
 Very similar nature conditions – common 

characteristics of the forest areas; common problems 
that can be approached on multinational level

 Existing cooperation on different levels
 Good traditions and significant achievements in the 

sustainable forest management
 Rich biodiversity 

Weaknesses:
 Different forest management and 

protection systems – different 
ministries, agencies, enterprises, etc.

 Continuous reforms in the forest 
sectors

 Lack of sufficient funding for all 
necessary activities

 The forest sector usually is not a 
priority

 Lack of common forest policy on EU 
level (despite the newly developed 
draft of EU Forest Strategy). 

Opportunities:
 Establishment of a common non-legally binding body, that can 

provide base for further strengthening of the cooperation in the 
Balkan peninsula – voluntary, on annual/biennial rotation basis 

 Development of common positions, statements, reports, etc.
 Support in the pre-accession process for the Balkan countries in 

the field of forest management and protection – harmonization, 
transfer of best EU practices, etc.

 Development and implementation of common bilateral and 
multilateral projects, particularly funded by EU funds and 
instruments (with possibility of establishment of Balkan project 
idea pool)

 Common prevention and fighting of forest fires, pest and 
diseases

 Common scientific and educational activities
 Others 

Threats:
 Lack official commitment 
 Lack of sufficient interest
 Formal approach  
 Force major 
 This long term developed idea to 

remain only idea and our 
common Balkan forests interest 
to continue to be “part” of other 
interests



FACTORS
General political stability on national, regional and international level
International treaties, regulations, agreements, etc.
National legal framework and policies
Governmental organization attitude – decision making level
Influence/support from external organizations, including DG Agriculture, DG 
Environment and DG Enlargement of the European Commission
Existing official bilateral and multilateral cooperation on political level
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PoliticalEST



      FACTORS
General economic situation in the Balkan 

   countries, including external influence
Business situation in the forest sector – 

    market and trade cycle, specific industry

    factors
Rural areas economy and consumers
Globalization
Additional funding on the basis of 

    EU and other projects
Limited funds for Conference organization
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PEconomicST



FACTORS
Population growth rate, particularly in rural areas 
where forests have significant importance
Significant social demand for

ecosystem and recreation services
Improvement of the image of the 

forest sector and foresters for 

the society
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FACTORS
General research and development activities in the forest sector
Technology access
Existing technological level in the

Balkan countries forest sectors
Existing communication tools
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PESTechnological



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

The aim of the Memorandum is to ensure a possibility 
and a long-term perspective for establishment of 
stable relations among the Party countries in the 
field of forestry and to build up effective coordination 
among the forest administrations in order to foster 
the development of the forest sector 
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THE MEMORANDUM CAN BE CONSIDERED AS A PREREQUISITE FOR THE 
PARTY COUNTRIES TO FIND THE BEST WAYS FOR ACHIEVING EFFECTIVE 
RESULTS IN THE PROTECTION, CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
UNIQUE NATURE WEALTH AND THE HIGH BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ON THE 
BALKAN PENINSULA.

WITH THE MEMORANDUM THE PARTIES APPEAL TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS 
TO MAKE A PRIORITY THE POLICY FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
FORESTS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOREST SECTOR.

WITH THE MEMORANDUM, THE PARTIES AGREE TO ENSURE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT OF ALL RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS TO 
FOREST SECTOR DIALOG.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - 
Areas and scope of cooperation

 Forest policy, strategic planning, national forest inventory, forest management plans;
 Discussion on positions on regional, European and international level referring common problems, 

processes, activities, etc.
 Sustainable forest management and protection of forests (including on trans-border level);
  Forests in green economy; 
 Prevention, monitoring, early warning, announcing and fight against forest fires and post fire 

management; 
 Control on the activities in forests and prevention of illegal activities (technical facilities, methods and 

know-how);
 Enhancing the protective role of the forests and integrated management of forest watersheds;
 Complex erosion control;
 Integrated pests and diseases monitoring and control;
 Protection of the biodiversity, NATURE 2000;
 Research and sustainable utilization of the forest genetic resources;
 Forest data and forest information systems; 
 Forest certification;
 Impact of climate changes on the forest ecosystems (carbon sequestration, adaptation of forests and 

mitigation of climate changes) and forestry (forest operations and forest workers); 
 Support to non-state forest owners;
 Preparation and implementation of joint bilateral / multilateral international projects (trans-boundary 

and trans-national cooperation);
 Sustainable wildlife and game management;
 Ecosystem services from forests;
 Forest education, training and human resources development;
 Promotion of the forest management to the society, and particularly to young generation;
 Others.



Establishment of Forum „Balkan Forests”

In order to achieve the goals of this Memorandum and 
to ensure better communication and coordination on 
the above mentioned areas and scope of cooperation 
among the respective forest administrations in the 
Party countries, at management and expert levels, as 
well as in order to establish an environment of free 
and open discussion on all important questions on 
the sustainable development of forests in the region, 
with the participation of all stakeholders, the Parties 
establish Forum „Balkan Forests”. 

EXECUTIVE  FOREST  AGENCY



Forum “Balkan Forests” 

Forum “Balkan Forests” shall unite on a voluntary principle the 
forest administrations in the Balkan countries, Parties to this 
Memorandum and shall provide opportunities to initiate and 
implement cooperation in the field of provision of all social, 
ecological and economic forest functions. It shall perform its 
activity in the interest of society and all stakeholders from the 
forestry sector on the Balkan Peninsula.

The membership to the Forum is not bounded by a membership 
fee. 
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Main goals of the Forum

 Prioritizing the sustainable development of forest regions and territories.  
 Supporting the provision of up-to-date and comprehensive information to all 

stakeholders and society as a whole regarding achieved results and best practices for 
sustainable management of the forest ecosystems in the Balkan Peninsula.

 Establishing a platform for exchange of information, experience and best practices 
related to ensuring the implementation of the social, ecological and economic forest 
functions.

 Providing opportunities and perspectives for establishment and development of 
bilateral and multilateral cooperation on regional, European and international level 
between the Parties to this Memorandum in the field of sustainable management and 
protection of the forests. 

 Supporting the planning, implementation and reporting of mutual activities, events and 
projects on regional, European and international level. 

 Guarantying the possibilities to include all stakeholders in the dialog on development of 
the  forestry sector.

 Coordinating the forest policies, their implementation and reporting on regional and 
European level.

 Solving bilateral and multilateral problems in the forests, incl. trans-border fires, 
calamities and others. 
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Organizational structure and functioning of 
the Forum “Balkan Forests”

Two leveled structure:
 Management level 
Standing Coordination Council in which every Party to the 

Memorandum will be presented by one member at high 
decision making level 

 Expert level
 Expert Coordination Group shall consist of nominated focal 

points by the state forest administrations 
 Thematic Working Groups shall consist of representatives of 

the Parties to the Memorandum, working on a specific topic 
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Status

The Memorandum of Understanding is not legally binding document and 
aims only to support the preparation and justification of common 
policies and positions in the field of forests, in order to improve and 
facilitate the joint actions of the Party countries to protect and 
sustainably manage the forests and to develop the forest sector . It is 
open for signature from all Balkan countries. 

The membership to the Forum “Balkan Forests” is not bounded by a 
membership fee. 
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 The Presidency and the meetings will the organized 
on the principle of rotation, once per year and will 
deal with the management of the Forum activities, 
the organization and the performance of its official 
initiatives, establishment of ad hoc groups, or other 
appropriate form of bilateral /multilateral 
cooperation on certain issues 
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MEETINGS



All countries on the Balkan Peninsula were invited to join the MoU

The membership to the Forum shall be on two levels:
 Member with the right to vote
The members with the right to vote can be the state forest administrations in the countries on the 

Balkan Peninsula – Parties to the Memorandum of Understanding.

 Observer member.
Observer member can be any organization or structure as scientific institutes, educational 

institutions specialized in the field of forestry, associations of companies and enterprises 
working in the forests, forest owners’ associations, nongovernmental organizations and 
institutions of similar statute with a headquarter in minimum one Balkan country, and 
performing activity related to the sustainable development of the forestry sector, forest 
management and protection on the Balkan Peninsula. 
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Executive Forest Agency 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD


	EXECUTIVE FOREST AGENCY
	EXECUTIVE FOREST AGENCY
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
	Slide 19
	MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - Areas and scope of cooperation
	Establishment of Forum „Balkan Forests”
	Slide 22
	Main goals of the Forum
	Organizational structure and functioning of the Forum “Balkan Forests”
	Status
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28

