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Background:  
 

The role of viticulture and wine sector is important for the future as well as the present in respect 
to the issues of common interest and thus will support the improvement and strengthening of the 
regional cooperation between the wine sectors, associations of wineries, wine producers and 
other relevant institutions such as Universities of Agriculture and Institutes in the SEE region in 
the field of agricultural and food sector.  
 
Exchanging the experience and knowledge related to EU integration requirements on national 
legislations related to wine sector, wine trade and possibilities for the South East Europe wine 
sector; successful models of mutual understanding and cooperation among the stakeholders i.e. 
best practices according to the principles for sustainable development of the SEE region, are 
important tool for addressing both regional and national potentials and challenges thus regional 
cooperation needs to be strengthened for proper tackling of these goals.  
 
The aim of the meeting was to discuss the possibilities for regional cooperation in the wine sector 
in coordination with SWG and mapping a draft operational plan for possible regional activities and 
actions that can be taken in the SEE region.  
 
 
 
Date: 
 
The arrival of the participants in Aradjelovac was on the 11th of June 2015 (Thursday) and the 
departure was on the 13th of June 2015 (Saturday).  
 
Venue:  
 
Hotel Izvor 
Arandjelovac, Serbia 
 
Mišarska 2b, 34300 Aranđelovac 
tel:  +381 34 700 400 
office@a-hotel-izvor.com  
www.a-hotel-izvor.com       

 
 

Target group: 
 
At the meeting head of departments/sectors from the Ministries of Agriculture member institutions 
of the SWG and experts from the Universities i.e. Faculties of Agriculture/Institutes and other 
entities that manage wine and viticulture issues were present.  

 
 

 
 
 
 



  

 
Opening Addresses of the Meeting  
 
The First working meeting of the Regional Expert Advisory Working Group on Wine in South 
Eastern Europe was officially open by the organizers of the event, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Environment of Serbia and the Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group (SWG) in 
South Eastern Europe. 
 
On behalf of the Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group (SWG) in South Eastern 
Europe, Mr. Boban Ilic provided short welcoming address and information on the SWG. The SWG 
is international intergovernmental organization consisted of governmental institutions responsible 
for rural development in respective countries and territories. The SWG is working to empower and 
promote sustainable principles on rural development, through networking and permanent 
cooperation between all stakeholders of rural development in SEE region. 
 
It is intergovernmental organization responsible for initiation and preparation of regional 
development projects in SEE. It acts as independent agency for coordination and implementation 
of joint projects, as well as for carrying out project activities. Through them, the SWG serves as 
the facilitator in the process of strengthening regional institutions necessary to support long-term 
agricultural and rural development.  
The mission of SWG is to increase horizontal collaboration among respective institutions- 
Ministries of Agriculture and international organizations for merging work directly towards 
Regional Rural South Eastern Europe in order to implement comprehensive policies and develop 
result-based initiatives. 
 
Mr. Boban Ilic introduced the participants with the main topics of the agenda. It was emphasized 
that this Regional Expert Advisory Working Group has been recognized by the relevant 
international organizations as a strong regional partner for cooperation in SEE in the field of 
agriculture and rural development. The initiative and need for establishment such a Expert 
Advisory group came by the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmet of Serbia during the past SWG 
Assembly Session and it was supported bu the rest of the SWG member institutions. 
 
In the name of the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment of Serbia, Mr. Aleksandar Bogunovic, 
Head of Unit and SWG Delegate and Mr. Darko Jaksic, Head of Unit for viticulture and wine 
production also provided few notable remarks to the participants of the meeting.   
Mr. Jaksic once again highlighted the importance of the wine and viticulture sector for our 
countries and for the SEE region. Coordination and joint actions for tackling priority trends and 
issues of concern is needed in order to achieve the perspectives on the way to EU approximation.  
 
Ms. Bogdanka Leveska Gjorsoska has introduced the participants with the basic working 
principles of Regional Expert Advisory Working Group within the SWG.  
The Expert Advisory Groups within the SWG are of a temporary character and are mobilized upon 
a specific need expressed by the Member Institutions and/or other stakeholders. Their main role 
is to support the SWG in development/implementation of specific activities. They represent bodies 



  

from the SWG structure including wider stakeholders, but are facilitated, managed or sometimes 
chaired by SWG staff. Their facilitation is organized through the Information Management Unit, 
while their financing is secured on a project basis. Their work is in compliance with the SWG Code 
of Conduct, while, if needed the expert advisory groups could develop and work within specific 
defined protocols related to their work, reporting and other issues.  
 
Ms. Jasna Cacic presented the EU legislation related to wine sector since the beginning of 
creation to the current new reformed legislation. The participants were introduced with the 
importance of the wine sector within the EU. Ms. Cacic raised the participants’ attention due to 
the latest information on the wine and Common Agricultural Policy. 
 
Annex I : SWG Presentation, Mr. Boban Ilic 
Annex II : Presentation on Regional Expert Advisory Working Group, Ms. Bogdanka Leveska 
Gjorshoska 
Annex III: EU Wine Sector Reforms and Legislation, Ms. Jasna Cacic 
 
 
 
Overview on the activities and actions taken on beh alf of the Ministries/Institutions in the 
viticulture and wine production sectors from the pa rticipating countries 
 
As a continuation the representatives from the Ministries of Agriculture and/or Institutes from the 
participating countries responsible for the management of wine sector had a short overview on 
activities in the viticulture and wine sector taken in each country.  
 
The presentation included: 
 

• statistical sector data 
• update on wine legislation and standards harmonized with EU requirements 
• scale of operation and scope of activities - sectorial plans and priorities; 
• level of EU alignment 
• labeling, certification and export/import  

 
Details on the presentations can be found in the Annex of the Report, as follows: 
 

• Annex IV: Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina  
• Annex V: Kosovo*  
• Annex VI: Macedonia  
• Annex VII: Montenegro  
• Annex VIII: Serbia 

 
Kosovo* “This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ 
Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.” 
 



  

 
Discussion on the possibilities for regional cooper ation 
 
In the afternoon session the participants start up with coordinative working meeting discussing 
and exploring the possibilities on the future cooperation among the Ministries of agriculture and 
other relevant institutions responsible for viticulture and wine from the present SEE countries.  
 
The participants primarily discussed and outlined the priority problems concerning previously 
presented in the national presentations and focused on finding a regional approach on addressing 
these issues. As such the participants focus on strategically most important issues with regional 
potentials and possibilities in correspondence with necessary tools and joint activities in order to 
achieve essential results.  The following four topics have been defined: 
 

1. EU integration process 
 
Related the EU integration process, participants agreed that the cooperation with the aim of 
harmonization with EU legislation will be focused on appropriate exchanging of information 
between SWG members and getting information and support from European Commission 
regarding the specifics and explanation, presentation of existing and new created legal 
documents, as well as assistance in preparation of national legislation. The TAIEX instrument 
has been recognized as one of the tool to provide these assistance, as well as the opportunities 
for organizing study tours with aim to exchange of information, getting the best practice 
knowledge etc. The capacity building of the Ministries of Agriculture, stakeholders, control 
bodies, producers etc. are also recognized as activities that need to be covered by appropriate 
measures. 

 
2. Valorization of autochthonus and new created var ieties of region 

 
Concerning the valorization of autochthonus and new created varieties of region, the following 
activities have been defined: setting up of scientific and professional institutional network, 
exchanging of scientific research and professional information related to clonal selection and 
certification of vine plant material, screening of legal background and institutional set up and 
procedures within SWG member institutions, promotion of these varieties, organization of 
scientific congresses and seminars/symposiums with an emphasize on local varieties and wines 
and common items for all SWG members, overview of the institutions that could perform 
certification of vine plant material, etc. Two projects themes were proposed to be created: 
identification, genotipysation, conservation and utilization of autochthonus and new created wine 
varieties, as well as clonal selection of autochthonus and new created wine varieties and 
certification of vine plant material. 

 
 
 
 
 



  

3. Balancing of the criterion related to sensorial characteristics of wine within the SEE  
 
Regarding the balancing of the criterion related to sensorial characteristics of wine within the 
SEE, the participants agreed that the uniformity of the criteria for wine categorization is useful to 
be done. The first step will be screening of existing legislation in SWG member countries with 
the aim of harmonization of sensorial parameters that are crucial for quality categorization of 
wine in context of EU/OIV requirements. The consensus related to parameters within and 
between the SWG members need to be acquired. Workshops and expert missions are proposed 
for these activities and the publication of the results and protocol/memorandum of understanding 
has been targeted as the final aim of the activities. Serbian delegation was designated for the 
gathering the data needed for screening of existing legislation in SWG member countries.  

 
4. Joint promotion of wines from SWG members 

 
Related to last topic i.e. joint promotion of wines from SWG members, the following activities 
have been proposed: creation of calendar of relevant promotional events, identification of 
common potential for promotion (local varieties etc.), elaboration of promotional material, 
participation with joint presentation on local, regional and international fairs and festivals etc. For 
the purpose of adequate performing of these tasks the meetings with producers/associations 
need to be held. 
 
 
 
During the second day of the programm, the members of the Expert Advisory Working Group on 
Wine had the opprtunity to enjoy a rich and varied program at the first Šumadija Wine Festival, 
which was held in the 13th - 15th of June at the Royal Winery in Oplenac. The participants also 
attended the opening ceremony of the Wine and Vineyard Equipment Museum within the Royal 
Wine Cellar: “Wine through the history and history of Serbian wine”. 

Within the wine festival in Oplenac a panel discussion and presentation to the media on the 
geographical origin of wine in Serbia – the label of geographic origin Šumadija was organized. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

General conclusions: 
 

• The proposals for cooperation were set up so that Mr. Boban Ilic will present to the SWG 
Delegates at the next SWG Assembly Session which will take part at the beginning of 
September. The foreseen activities of the working group on wine will be also present to 
GIZ, CIHEAM, EC and other relevant organizations/institutions; 

• TAIEX assistance for EU support measures in wine sectors, producer associations and 
PDO/PGI system (all of them regulated by Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013) to be also 
consider to apply on regional level; 

• Networking and cooperation among the wine sector in the region and institutions 
responsible for wine and viticulture resources with other relevant sectors should be 
strengthened on national and regional level with aim to be recognized and become an EU 
Member States; 

• The participants unanimously confirmed that there is a willingness and need for creation 
of such an Expert Advisory Group on Wine in SEE within the SWG with aim of further 
continue the regional cooperation as a tool of exchanging experience and strengthening 
the viticulture and wine sector in the region; 

• As for the next official meeting of the EAG on wine, Mr. Boban Ilic mentioned the possibility 
to organize it a day before the next Annual Meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture in SEE 
which is to be held in in the period 10th – 13th November 2015 in Tirana, Albania. This will 
be a good opportunity if needed a statement to be made by the EAG on Wine which will 
be presented on the Annual Ministers Meeting in Tirana, Albania. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Annex: Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 


