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ALBANIA

 Area: 28,750 km2

 Population: 2,886,026 (2016)

 GDP per capita: 3,443 Euro (2014)

 70% hilly or mountain

 12 regions, 61 municipalities

 EU candidate country

 Depending on external support



Forests in Albania
 Forest area 1,052,722 ha (37%)

 Growing stock 76,083,000 m3, total annual 
volume increment 766,900 m3 (0.73 m3/ha)

 Dominated by broadleaves (82%), mostly
degraded

 GDP contribution not calculated, balance 
trade is negative

 The productivity of Albanian forest is low and 
the area of good productive high forest is 
reducing (more social role)

 Illegal and/or unregulated logging are 
continuing despite government efforts to 
control them (ban of commercial forest 
harvesting)

 The collection of data and monitoring of 
forest status is dispersed to different 
institutions. There are limited or no data 
about forest health and damages, 



Main trends and gaps
 Since 2016, the management of forest resources is 

transferred to local government units (municipalities). 
There is no public forest management enterprise in 
Albania.

 The transfer of forest management authority offers the 
possibility to relate forestry and the forest sector more 
closely to rural development. 

 The rural development strategy, which already includes 
measures related to forestry, should focus more on this 
sector as an important pillar of rural development.

 Carbon sequestration is a great potential for Albanian 
forests. However, the identification of the right 
methodology and payment scheme is a challenge.

 Serious attempts are being made to approximate the 
Albanian legislation to EU directives. However, the 
establishment of adequate structures and capacities for the 
implementation and/or enforcement of all legal provisions 
is still weak.



Water sector in Albania

 8 watersheds of Albanian’s large rivers have been 

combined into 6 main hydrographical units called 

“River Basins” (WFD, Article 3). 
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Water sector in Albania 

 Water supply: High operating costs, low bill collection rates, 

high non-revenue water (financial deficit covered via subsidies, 

(often covering 30% of the operational costs); Limited 

Maintenance of existing infrastructure , management with 

limited experience, missing standard operational procedures

 Irrigation and drainage services: 626 irrigation reservoirs used 

for irrigation, 200,000 ha of irrigated area require irrigation 

infrastructure rehabilitation, 3,000 irrigation structures require 

rehabilitation or replacement; 138 drainage pumping stations 

are now at the end of their lifespan 

 Industry and energy: Hydropower accounting for 97% of 

Albania’s current domestic electricity generation. Public 

hydropower plant production represents 72.1% of total 

domestic production. 

 There are a limited number of solid waste landfills that comply 

with environmental standards resulting in large volumes of 

waste still being disposed into rivers. 



Main trends and gaps
 Water resources management in Albania is rather centralized and 

undergoes regular reform, but includes nonetheless overlapping 
responsibilities between central and local level institutes, resulting in a 
fragmented water sector with inefficient operations and lack of 
transparency. 

 About 50 different authorities, organizations and groups engaged in water 
resources management and development with limited sharing of 
information with other agencies. 

 Furthermore, with respect to monitoring of water resources, 20 different 
government institutions are currently involved. 

 The main gap in applying IWRM principles is the high fragmentation of 
institutions involved in water resources management 

 A cross-sectorial institutional framework with informed stakeholder 
involvement in IWRM is missing and responsibilities are not clearly 
defined, but rather duplicative and sometimes contradicting. 

 Investment decisions related to water are often made on the basis of 
single sector considerations.



Main trends and gaps

 Institutionally, Albania has implemented the framework needed for effective 

integrated water resources management. 

 Moreover, most of the EU legislation is currently adapted to Albanian 

conditions. 

 Effective data sharing is not yet a common practice in Albania and 

information gathering is rather complicated. 

 A coordination strategy has been created at the highest political level in 

order to integrate the national sector water policies and sectoral views and 

interests in the development and implementation of the IWRM framework. 

Four pillars have been defined:

 Water for People, -drinking water and sanitation; 

 Water for Food, - agriculture

 Water for Industry,-hydropower, hydrothermal sources, heavy industrial 

activities, solid waste management, fishing/aquaculture, shipping/recreation

 Water for Environment,- protected areas, wetlands and forests



Soil sector in Albania

 Soil sector is under MARDWA

 LMPD operated at regional 
level

 Drastic changes in last 25 
years

 All agriculture land private 
(land very fragmented, small 
farm size)

 There are problems with land 
registration and ownership

 There is limited data about 
the soil types and quality and 
their distribution around the 
country.
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Main trends and gaps:

 Soil erosion by water is a widespread problem (25-40 
ton/ha/year)

 Only 2/3 of arable land is being cropped, while only 
about 1/4 to 1/3 of it is under irrigation

 Large amount of abandoned land prone to degradation 
and erosion

 Land sealing is becoming a recent problem since large 
parts of agricultural land is getting occupied with 
constructions,.

 Land pollution is another important issue. Soils around 
former industrial sites are highly polluted.

 Land market is under developed (high transaction costs)

 There is no strategy for land protection, although land 
protection and sustainable use is mentioned in several 
other sector strategies including agriculture and rural 
development.



Cross cutting issues

 All three sectors have undergone some reforms and restructuring 
mostly driven and supported by international donors. 

 Legislation related to these sectors is part of the approximation 
process with EU legislation. 

 Legal framework for all three sectors is rather complex and 
packed. Furthermore, law enforcement is a huge problem. 

 Good practices of natural resource management should integrate 
both sectors. However the forest, water and soil sectors compete 
with each other as well as with other sectors for funding. 

 Current capacities, particularly at local level, do not meet the 
required level of technical, financial and institutional capacities 
in order to deal with the needs related to the implementation of 
Integrated Resources Management and implementation of the EU 
directives and requirements.

 Addressing of important cross cutting sectoral issues is highly 
dependent on international funding. (ESP project is an example).

 Finally there is limited research on forest, soil and water issues. 
Universities, as excellent centers for research, are not focusing 
their research to the urgent needs of these sectors. 



Faleminderit

Thank you / Hvala



Water sector in Albania
 Primary legislation 

Albania’s waters have been regulated since 15.11.2012 by Law No. 
111/2012 “on Integrated Water Management” enabling: 

• Protection and improvement of the aquatic environment, surface 
waters,sea/territorial waters, exclusive economic zones, continental 
shelf, transboundary waters, groundwater, and their status; 

• Security, protection, development and sustainable use of water 
resources, necessary for life and for the social and economic 
development of the country;

• Equitable distribution of water resources, as intended by their effective 
management; 

• Protection of water resources from pollution, overuse and promotion of 
consumption contingent on actual needs; 

• Establishment of the institutional framework, at national and local 
level, required for the implementation of a national policy for the 
administration and management of water resources to the benefit of 
communities and according to the country’s social and economic 
interests. 

Secondary legislation (by-laws)-Regulatory compliance 



The Law is partly in compliance with: 

 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and Council, dated 

23 October 2000 “On the establishment of a legal framework for 

community actions in the field of water policy", as amended by 

Decision 2455/2001/EC, Directive 2008/32/EC. 

 Directive 2008/105/EC is partially transposed while its full compliance 

will be achieved through a very important legal document, currently a 

draft “On the content, development and implementation of National 

Water Strategies, of River Basin District Management Plans and of Flood 

Risk Management Plans” that shall be approved soon for the 

implementation of this Law. 

 Directive 2006/118/EC of the European Parliament and Council, dated 

on 12 December 2006 “On the protection of groundwater against 

pollution and deterioration”, regarding definition of "baseline levels". 

The rest of this Directive is fully transposed. 

 Directive 2007/60/EC “On flood risk management”, regarding 

definition of the terms "flood" and "flood risk". The rest of this 

Directive is fully transposed. 



Institutional aspects /

Central level institutions 

 The NWC is the central executive body for water resources 

management, providing a high-level forum for water resources 

planning and management in an integrated manner. The NWC and 

its dependent structures having been established through the 1996 

Law “on water resources” (LWR). 

 National Institutes involved in water monitoring and assessment 

 Local Government Units, River Basin Councils, River Basin Agencies 

-The River Basin Councils are assisted by River Basin Agencies 

(RBAs), which function as a technical secretariat for the RBC

 RBA’s have little authority to enforce legal and regulatory 

procedures. 


