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Joint Research Centre JRC

ÅThe science and knowledge service of the Commission 

ÅSupport to EU policies with independent evidence throughout the whole 

policy cycle

Competence Centre on Foresight @ JRC

ÅStrategic and future-oriented input into EU 

policymaking 

ÅDevelop an anticipatory culture

ÅExperimentation on methods and tools



ÅSystematic participatory process 

ÅLooks forward into the medium- to 

long-term future

ÅCreates collective intelligence about 

the future 

ÅBuilds plausible rationales of possible 

future developments

ÅSees the future as something to shape 

What is Foresight?



Farmers of the future - #Farmers2040

Exploring the future professional roles of farmers 

üPeople-centered: panorama on farmers of the future

üParticipatory:

- Farmers, other stakeholders/experts involved 

through workshops, interviewsé.

- Commission services: AGRI, JRC, other 

departments



Participatory workshops



The Megatrends 
and their implications for farmers



EU farmer landscape 2040

#Farmers2040



ÅClimate change and environmental degradation

ÅAccelerating technological change

ÅConsumption patterns

ÅChanging health, education and governance 

systems

Narrative 2040 ïMegatrendsé



ÅNew technologies will change way of working 

and business models

ÅMore distributed and diverse food supply 

networks

ÅClimate change adaptation  and environmental 

approaches mainstreamed

ÅMore coherent societal demands ï

ñplanetary healthò

é and their implications for farmers



Farmer profiles 2040

ÅWere developed through a series of 

participatory workshops 

ÅShow the future for certain groups of farmers 

in their environments

ÅAre an exploration of the future, not a forecast

ÅThe final names try to reflect the trajectory of 

these profiles


