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INTRODUCTION

• BIH has the status of a potential candidate, as the application
for EU membership was submitted on February 15, 2016.

• The answers to the Questionnaire of the European
Commission of BIH were submitted to the European
Commission on February 28, 2018.

• Strategic approach of rural development policy of the country
In February 2018, Strategic Plan of Rural
Development of Bosnia and Herzegovina was adopted for the
period 2018 – 2021, at the BIH level.



MAIN COUNTRY INDICATORS 

• Total area covers 51,209.2 km2 (51% FBIH, 49% RS).

• According to the 2013 census (published in 2016), there are 

3,531,159 inhabitants in BIH: 2,219,220 in FBIH and 1,282,423 

in RS.

• RS did not accept the published results of the Agency for 

Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina



ENVIRONMENTAL AND AGRI-
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES

• Environmental protection was not one of the development

priorities, but the process of EU approaching has improved

environment protection policies.

• The analysis of legislation points to

– the lack of certain acts,

– problem due to its incompatibility with EU standards and

– discrepancy between laws that have been adopted at different

levels of government.



AGRICULTURE IN COUNTRY/ TERRITORY

• Agriculture and the food industry are important economic branches of 
BIH economy. 

• The total agricultural area in BIH is 2.2 million hectares (1.6 million 
hectares of cultivable land and 600.000 hectares of pastures).

• Gross Value Added for agriculture in 2015 was 4.6% in FBIH, 9.3% in 
RS and 10% in BD. 

• Employment in the BIH agriculture sector, according to the labor force 
surveys was 17.9% in FBIH and 10.6 and in RS 29.1% by the end of 
2015.

• Livestock housing have a major role in agriculture in BIH, especially in 
FBIH because of the dominant share of meadows and pastures (about 
60%). 

• Cattle breeding, i.e. milk production is the most important branch of 
livestock production in BIH, followed by pig farming, sheep, poultry 
and goat farming.

• Plant production is more allocated in RS, where cereals dominate with 
65.4% (2/3 corn and wheat), followed by forage crops, vegetables and 
industrial plants 



AGRICULTURE IN COUNTRY/ TERRITORY

Gaps and constrains 

• Agricultural data is published sporadically by various institutions, thus 
they are not always based on actual measurements, but rather on 
estimates.

• Relevant data and indicators unavailable at present:

– Annual average of conversion of land into agricultural land,

– Consumption and composition of fertilizers / pesticides,

– Ratio of nitrogen,

– Eco-efficiency,

– Emissions caused by agricultural activities,

– Primary types of energy consumption in agriculture.



2010 2015 2017

Share of Agricultural land in total land 41,6 % 42,4 % 42,3 %

Share of Arable Land in agricultural 

land*
80,1 % 79,9 % 81,4 %

Share of Permanent Crops in agric.land 4,9 % 4,9 % 4,9 %

Share of Agricultural GDP in total GDP 5,94 % 5,23 % **

Share of Agricultural Labour in total 

Labour
19,7 % 17,9 % 18,8 %

Share of Agricultural Export in total 

Export
8,45 % 10,01 % 10,05 %

Share of Agricultural Import in total 

Import
22,52 % 22,31 % 20,82 %

Table 1 Key agricultural indicators – BIH level 

Data source: Agency for Statistics of BIH;
* arable land with pastures 
**This data will be available in July 2018

• The share of agricultural land in 2015 increased in relation to 2010?
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Table 1a.  Key agricultural indicators  by Entities and Brcko District

Data sources: Strategic Plan of Rural Development of BiH (2018-2021)

FBIH RS BD

Share of Agricultural land in total land 53,7% 44,7% 1,6%

Share of Arable Land in agricultural land 36,2% 58,7% 83,3%

Share of Permanent Crops in agric. land 4,2% 5,3% 11,1%

Share of Agricultural GDP in total GDP 4,6% 9,3% 10,0%

Share of Agricultural Labour in total 

Labour
10,6% 29,1% No data

Share of Agricultural Export in total 

Export
n/a n/a n/a

Share of Agricultural Import in total 

Import
n/a n/a n/a

The agriculture has a greater significance for the Republic of Srpska
than for the Federation of BIH 
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Table 2 Land Use (in 000 ha) (Data source: Agency for Statistics of BIH)

Data source: Agency for Statistcs of BIH; * data for 2016

2017 (ha) 
2017 in % of total 

land
Land Total 5.119.700 100
Forest* 2.822.663 55
Agricultural land 2.164.522 42
Arable land & gardens 594.002 12
Permanent crops (fruit, 

grapes, olives)
106.727 2

Pastures and meadows 1.061.293 21
Wooded pastures No data No data
Agroforestry* 118.476,2 2
Fallow No data No data
Abandoned land 402.500 8
Agricultural land/capita (ha) 0,61
Arable land & permanent 

crops/capita (ha)
0,50

402 500 ha is kept as abandoned. According to BIH MAC data for 2016, 
BIHs total mine suspected area covers 114 500 ha (2.3% in relation to 
the total area in BIH), and most of these areas are in the category of 
agricultural land i.e. neglected areas.
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AGRICULTURE IN COUNTRY/ TERRITORY

Gaps and constrains 
• The survey of agriculture in BIH has not been implemented so far, and

that the Agency for Statistics of BIH has no structural division of farms
according to the hectare of arable land. The Ministries of Agriculture
at the entity levels have an administrative register for agricultural
households, but they do not have the classification of agricultural
households according to the hectares they own.

• In absence of new data, we use data from 1991

Table 3 Farm Structure, 1991, (data source: BIH Strategy)

Number of holdings Percentage of holdings
Total 350 000 100,0
Up to 2 ha of UAA 291 000 83,1
Above 2 ha to 5 ha

43 000 12,3
Above 5 ha to 10 ha
Above 10 ha to 100 ha 16 000 4,6
Above 100 ha UAA - -



ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENATL POLICY IN THE COUNTRY/ 
TERRITORY 

• According to the Constitution, environmental policy and the use of
natural resources are part of the responsibilities of Entity
Governments and the BD Government, which regulate environmental
issues with their laws, regulations and standards.

• In line with the country's political organization, there are a number of
fragmented institutions responsible for the environment, and are
located at four administrative levels: state, entity, cantonal (FBIH) and
municipal (RS).

• Although in such a complex administrative structure a major problem
is the lack of vertical (entity/cantonal/municipal) and horizontal (inter-
entity/inter-ministerial/ inter-municipal) co-operation, there is a
visible shift in the implementation of environmental sector reforms.



ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY IN THE COUNTRY/ TERRITORY 

Gaps and constrains 

• Environmental protection was not one of the development priorities,
but the process of EU approaching has improved environment
protection policies.

• Significant environmental problems are the emission of harmful gases
from industrial plants (for example, thermoelectric power plants) and
the lack of ecological awareness.

• Agroecological problems are: reduction of organic matter on arable
land due to irregular and insufficient application of organic fertilizers,
inadequate management of organic fertilizers, growing plants in
monoculture, inadequate management of natural resources.



ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY IN THE COUNTRY/ TERRITORY 

• Special issues regarding the environmental pollution are the management

of various types of waste, including waste from agriculture. Animal waste,

generated as a by-product of the food industry, primarily waste from the

slaughterhouses, has not yet been adequately addressed in BIH. In

addition, there is a problem of insufficient level of awareness on

preservation of the environment among farmers.

• In the following period, it is necessary to pay attention to capacity

strengthening for state of the environment data collection which is

currently missing so that an overall image of the state of the environment

in BIH may be obtained.



AGRI-ENVIRONMENTAL STATE IN THE 
COUNTRY/ TERRITORY

• In accordance with the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
creation of agro-ecological policy is at the level of Entities FBID, RS and BD,
and in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and at cantonal level (10
cantons). In both Entities, certain forms of support are provided at the
municipal level.

Gaps and constrains

• Insufficient coordination and harmonization, including improvement of
statistics in the area of environment as a permanent activity within the
scope of entity and state bodies in charge of statistics.

• Lack of a coherent system of agri-environmental indicators to capture the
main positive and negative effects of agriculture on the environment and
provide valuable information for assessing agriculture policy in terms of its
contribution to the preservation of environmental resources on which the
future of agriculture and society at large depend.



AGRI-ENVIRONMENTAL STATE IN THE 
COUNTRY/ TERRITORY

• Existing legislation is not harmonized vertically (due to multiple gaps
between laws at the entity and cantonal levels - between cantons and the
FBIH), and horizontally - environmental legislation varies in the FBIH and
the RS and not all relevant laws are adopted in the FBIH, the RS and the
BD.

• Most environmental monitoring has not been established, however, a
certain level of data is collected, and reporting to the EU is mainly based
according to the reports on ratified conventions (UNCBD, UNFCCC,
UNCCD,…), etc.: SOER, EPR.

• The questions from Table 6 (agri-environment indicators) were addressed
to several institutions in the territory of the entire BIH. For the time being,
we have received reply only from the Hydrometeorological Institute of RS,
which has data for the Agri-environmental indicator - greenhouse gas
emissions for the RS area. We are still waiting for the answers from other
institutions.



Thank you for attention!


