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Albania and EU relations

• “Candidate Country” – 2014 
• Albania signed the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) with the

country was signed on 12 June 2006 and entered into force on 1 April 2009.

• Article 70 

• The Parties recognize the importance of the approximation of Albania’s 
existing legislation to that of the Community and of its effective 
implementation. Albania shall endeavor to ensure that its existing laws and 
future legislation shall be gradually made compatible with the Community 
acquis. Albania shall ensure that existing and future legislation shall be 
properly implemented and enforced. 



Article 73 , paragraph 2 - SAA

• Albania shall take all the necessary measures in order to guarantee no
later than four years after the date of entry into force of this
Agreement a level of protection of intellectual, industrial and
commercial property rights similar to that existing in the Community,
including effective means of enforcing such rights.

Albania and EU relations



Albania is a signatory party of most of the 
international Agreement/Conventions

Albania is a Member of almost all of the 
International and/or Regional organizations

International Aspects



Strategic Documents

• The National Inter-sector 
Strategy for Agriculture and 
Rural Development 2014-2020 
(Government of Albania)

• Strategy for Development and 
Integration 2014-2020 (General 
& National)

• National Strategy on Intellectual 
Property 2016 - 2020



Legal Framework
The laws are the following:

• Law on Industrial Property in 2008 as amended As amended by law: No.10/2013, 
date 14.02.2013 No.55/2014, date 29.05.2014.

• LAW  No. 9817 Date 22 /10/ 2007  “For  Agriculture  and  Rural Development” 

PGI – PDO - TSG



• Related articles from the Law on Industrial Property in 2008 as amended As 
amended by law: No.10/2013, date 14.02.2013 No.55/2014, date 
29.05.2014 are NOT in line with:

• the Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 21 November 2012 on quality schemes for agricultural products
and foodstuffs OJ L 343, 14.12.2012, p. 1–29; and

However, they are partially in line with the:
the Directive 2004/48/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
April 2004 on the enforcement of intellectual property rights (O.J. L 157,
p.45, 30.4.2004; O.J. L 195, p.16, 2.6.2004).

Legal Framework and its harmonization 



The sub-legal acts are the following:

• Decision No. 1705 of December 29, 2008, on Approval of the 
Regulation on the Registration of Geographical Indications 

• Decision no. 37, dated 21.01.2015 for some additions and 
amendments to the decision 888, dated 13.5.2009, of the Council of 
Ministers, "on the approval of tariffs for the registration of 
industrial property objects", as amended

Legal Framework



Term of Protection Art. 181

• Unlimited

• Renew each 5 years



Applications

• Every person or group of natural or legal persons who produces 
processes or prepares, in a designated geographical zone, a product for 
the definition of which a geographical indication is used, has the right 
to file an application for the registration of this indication. 

• Every person – not in line with the EU acquis

• Description of the product

• Geographical area determined

• Description of the link between the product and the area

• Payment of fees



Institutional Framework



Registration 
Authority

Certification 
Authority

Controlling 
Authority

Ministry of Finance and 
Economy

General Directorate of Patents 
and Trademarks

?? ??

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS SYSTEM IN ALBANIA



Are there any GIs 
registered?



Borsh Olive
Water Glina







1. “Borsh” – oil produced between Vlora and 
Saranda [the name comes from the name of 
the Village]

2. “Glina” – mineral water. Glina is a mountain 
in Gjirokaster [the water has a special taste]

3. Chestnut of North Albania 

4. Hasi Goat Meat

5. Wines



• The GI staff being under the TM division

• Several GI applications from EU

•11 requests for registration of a geographic indications 
were submitted

•5 geographic indications were registered

•4 of which have Albanian applicants.



How does the 
system works 
if:

NO legal basis on GI 
symbols, logos

No specified 
Controlling Authority

No specified 
Registration Authority



Registration 
Authority

Certification 
Authority

Controlling 
Authority

Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development

General Directorate of 
Agriculture, Food Safety And 
Rural Development Policies

National Food Authority
Directorate for Risk Management 

and Coordination of Inspection

PROPOSED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS SYSTEM IN 
ALBANIA

Ministry of Finance and 
Economy

General Directorate of Patents 
and Trademarks



Follow up – to get done:

• Legal Framework to be aligned with the EU acquis 
• The Industrial Property Law to be in line with the EU Acquis
• Traditional Specialties Guaranteed to be protected and incorporated into the law

• The law has only 7 Articles related to GIs ( Art. 176 – Art. 183)

• The law does not constitute the relationship between a GI and a TM

• No existing rules on the determination of the Geographical Area

• No existing rules on the controlling authority
• Authorities to be mandated
• Staff to be assigned
• Capacity building and on the job training for the staff

• Awareness campaigns to be conducted 



Approval of the secondary legislation

• Decision No. 1705 of December 29, 2008, on Approval of the 
Regulation on the Registration of Geographical Indications – further 
advanced

• Decision on determining symbols for geographical indications, 
designation of origin and guaranteed traditional specialties  –
further advanced
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