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1. Introduction 

The kick-off meeting for the project “Study on the research, innovation and technology transfer 
capacities and on the recent agricultural policy developments in the context of the EU approximation 
process in the pre-accession countries (ARAPD)” gathered 27 participants including experts that will be 
directly involved in the implementation of activities and relevant ministries’ representatives from 5 
countries/territories. The expert from Turkey could not participate physically due to health issues, but 
was involved via Skype.  The JRC representatives were connected via Skype, too, but due to technical 
difficulties they could not follow the entire meeting and only provided some directions as a result of the 
project’s Steering Group meeting, which took place earlier that week.  

The purpose of the kick-off meeting was to develop detailed activity plan and elaborate on the 
methodology that will be used in the work during the project. The list of participants is provided in 
Annex 1, while the program of the meeting is in Annex 2. 

2. Background and rationale 

Senior Adviser, Boban Ilic, provided the background for the project. In June 2019 JRC invited SWG to 
tender on the project “Study on the research, innovation and technology transfer capacities and on the 
recent agricultural policy developments in the context of the EU approximation process in the pre-
accession countries (ARAPD)”. SWG submitted an offer to conduct analysis on agricultural policy 
developments in the WB countries and Turkey and analysis of the research, innovation and technology 
transfer capacities in the WB countries, which was positively evaluated and won the tender.  
 
This project is a result of the need to understand the effectiveness and efficiency and impact of the 
adopted policies on the farming sector and the approximation with the EU and to improve targeting of 
the national support schemes and IPARD pre-accession assistance. 

The presentation is provided in Annex 3.  
 

3. Presentation of the project  

Regional Project Coordinator, Dori Pavloska Gjorgjieska, presented the project and the team with their 
tasks. The overall objective of the project is to conduct comparative cross-country analysis of the 
agricultural policies in the WBs and Turkey and their state of harmonisation with the CAP and to assess 
research, innovation and technology transfer capacities in the agri-food sector in the WBs. The project 
includes 2 tasks: 

• Task 1: Analysis of agricultural policy developments in WB countries and Turkey  
• Task 2: Assessment of research, innovation and technology transfer capacities in the agro-food 

sector in the WB countries   
Completion of each task will result in a separate study. 
 
The presentation is provided in Annex 4. 
 



 

4. Methodology for Task 1 

Representatives of the Association of Agricultural Economists of North Macedonia Dragi Dimitrievski, 
Aleksandra Martinovska Stojceska, Ana Kotevska and Ivana Janeska Stamenkovska, presented the 
methodology for conducting the study. The full presentation is provided in Annex 5. 

 

4.1 Draft methodology for collecting information on agricultural policy 
developments and for providing a cross-country harmonised and 
consistent database of the individual policy instruments 

Two datasets will be provided within the project: 
agricultural statistics and Agri-Policy Measures (APM) 
database on WBs and Turkey. Statistical database will 
be updated for the WBs and will be created for Turkey 
with data that was collected also in the previous two 
JRC financed projects:  

• Key general statistics 

• Key agricultural statistics 

• Farm structure 

• Agricultural production (Crop production; 
Livestock production) 

• Prices (Output prices; Ag. output prices 
indices; Ag.input prices indices) 

• Economic Accounts for Agriculture 

• Agro-food trade (Exports; Imports; Trade balance; Regional breakdown) 

• Agricultural policy (DP schemes and input subsidies; Budgetary support according APMC; 
Budgetary support according OECD/PSE classification) 

Additional data will be collected within this project: 

• Socio-economic data (rural population, employees, wages, education, gender, migration, 
applications for support) 

• Organic production 

• RD measures 

Some categories of data are not being collected by official authorities in certain countries. In those 
cases, analysis and conclusions will be based on experts’ opinions or other reliable sources. In addition, 
status on government’s plans for starting collection of missing data will be provided.  

Agri-Policy Measures database will be updated for the WBs and created for Turkey using provided 
templates. APM classification is using 5-digit code system (EU concept based on policy pillars, combined 



 

with the OECD classification): Section (Pillar), Division (Axis), Group, Subgroup, Basic heading. APM tool 
enables cross country qualitative and quantitative analysis of budgetary support to agriculture using 
uniform classification and systemization. 

 

4.2 Draft methodology for the development of country case studies 
and a comparative cross-country analysis of the agricultural policy 
developments and the EU accession process in WB countries and 
Turkey  

Collected statistical and APM data, as well as 
literature review and expert assessment will 
be used to develop country case studies 
(country reports). Benchmark will be 
evolutions along the EU integration process 
(before and after the accession) in selected 
EU new member states. Preliminary, the 
structure of the country case studies will look 
as follows: 

• Introduction – macroeconomic 
situation, basic indicators of the state 
of the sector 

• Socio-economic issues - underlying 
agriculture and rural development 

• National policy framework – aims and 
priorities, institutional framework 

• Measures and budgetary support of agriculture and rural development (plus focus on measures 
and funding supporting rural population resilience and reviving rural areas) 

• Approximation to the EU policy 

• Discussion, conclusions and recommendations - at national level 

In addition, the topic of smart specialization will be considered in the country reports to check on its 
importance for each of the target countries’ agendas. 

5. Draft methodology for the assessment of research, innovation and 
technology transfer capacities in the agri-food sector in the WB (Task 2) 

Mr. Vuk Đorđević from the Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops, Novi Sad, Serbia presented the 
methodology for Task 2. Collection of data used to assess research, innovation and technology transfer 
capacities in the agri-food sector will be done through:  



 

• Structured interviews with research and education institutions, advisory services, business 
incubators and relevant policy makers;  

• Collection of relevant information from official documents; 

• Collection of relevant information from general literature.  

The interview questionnaire will be modified according to the category of the respondents. The first 
draft version of the interview questionnaire is provided as part of the presentation in Annex 6.  

 

6. Workplan  

Task 1 

Task Activity Who Deadline 

1,2 Kick-off meeting All 29-Nov 

1 
Draft templates for: collection of data on agri-policy measures (APM), and 
outline for the country case studies 

SR T1 29-Nov 

1 
Final templates for: collection of data on agri-policy measures (APM), and 
outline for the country case studies 

SR T1 13-Dec 

1.1 
Collect statistical and agricultural policy data in the respective 
country/territory (APM and statistical database) 

NE T1 14-Apr 

1.1 

Provide a cross-country harmonised and consistent database of the 
support level by specific policy instrument as well as aggregated support 
level of the individual policy instruments by the support type following the 
international classification of agricultural support.  

SR T1 25-Apr 

1, 2 

Contribution to the first draft interim report - including preliminary results 
of project’s Task 1.1, based on the received input from the national 
experts, and outline of further steps of project’s Tasks 1.2, 1.3, 1.4. The 
interim report will be discussed at the interim meeting and will be 
improved with the proposals and suggestions, if any. 

SR T1  25-Apr 

1, 2 Interim report SWG 30-Apr 

1, 2 Interim meeting All 

5 – 8 
May or 
26 – 28 
May 
(TBC by 
EC) 



 

1.2 

First draft country case studies on WB including: 
- Country specific analysis of agricultural policy developments and the EU 
accession process for all WB countries based on policy information 
collected in Task 1.1 
- Major changes in policy instruments adopted in last years in the WB 
countries 
- Comparison of the agricultural policy in WB countries with CAP  

NE T1 1-Jun 

1.3 
Collect relevant agricultural policy data in Turkey from relevant national 
official sources (APM)  

NE 
Turkey 

1-Jun 

1 
Feedback to the National Experts on the first draft country case studies on 
WB (Task 1) 

SR T1 30-Jun 

1.3 

First draft country case study on Turkey including: 
- Country specific analysis of agricultural policy developments and the EU 
accession process for Turkey.  
- Comparison of the agricultural policy in Turkey with CAP.  

NE 
Turkey 

1-Jul 

1.2 Second draft country case studies on WB NE T1 15-Jul 

1.3 
Feedback to the National Expert on the first draft country case study on 
Turkey (Task 1) 

NE T1 15-Jul 

1.3 Second draft case study on Turkey 
NE 
Turkey 

1-Aug 

1.4 

Provide cross-country synthesis report including: 
- Comparison of agricultural policies in the WB countries and Turkey based 
on the policy information collected in Task 1.1 and country specific analysis 
in Task 1.2 and 1.3 
- Evaluation of the EU approximation process of WB countries and Turkey 
- Identification of main successes and failures of agricultural policies 
- Policy recommendations 

SR T1 14-Aug 

1, 2 Final report SWG 1-Sep 

1, 2 Final meeting 
SWG, 
SR T1 

15-Sep 
(TBC) 

 
SR T1 – Senior Researcher for Task 1 
NE T1 – National Experts for Task 1 
NE Turkey – National Expert for Turkey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Task 2 

Task Activity Who Deadline 

1,2 Kick-off meeting All 29-Nov 

2 Draft structured interview questionnaires and country report outline  SR T2 29-Nov 

2 Final structured interview questionnaires and country report outline SR T2 13-Dec 

2 

Provide a per-country inventory and description of all relevant agri-food 
research capacities, advisory and extension services, business incubators 
and the description of the relative strength of these capacities in the WB 
countries (especially research capacity).  

NE 
T2 

31-Jan 

2 

Provide a summary inventory and description of all relevant agri-food 
research capacities, advisory and extension services, business incubators 
and the description of the relative strength of these capacities in the WB 
countries (especially research capacity).  

SR T2 20-Feb 

1, 2 
Contribution to the first draft interim report - including outline of further 
steps of project’s Task 2. The interim report will be discussed at the interim 
meeting and will be improved with the proposals and suggestions, if any. 

SR T2 15-Apr 

1, 2 Interim report SWG 25-Apr 

1, 2 Interim meeting All 

5 – 8 
May or 
26 – 28 
May 
(TBC by 
EC) 

2 

First draft country reports including assessment of: 
- The role of farmers’ cooperation in prompting technological and 
knowledge transfer and adoption 
- The capacity of small agri-food firms to adopt innovations and new 
technology 
- The role of business networks/clusters in promoting transfer and adoption 
of innovations and technology 
- The role of foreign direct investment in promoting innovation and 
adoption of technology in the food chains 
- The role of education system (universities, agricultural/technical schools) 
in facilitating innovation and technology transfer capacities in the agri-food 
sector 
- The role and capacity of the education system in supplying education and 
skills required in the labour market in agriculture particularly with respect to 
facilitating innovation and technology transfer in the agro-food sector 
- The state of innovation and technology transfer capacities of processing 

NE 
T2 

15 - May 



 

and retail companies 
- Elaboration on the potential role of Horizon Europe, Structural funds and 
IPA in the research, innovation and technology transfer capacities in the 
agri-food sector. 

2 
Feedback to the National Experts on the first draft country reports on WB 
(Task 2) 

SR T2 15-Jun 

2 Second draft country reports 
NE 
T2 

10-Jul 

2 Provide cross country synthesis report SR T2 14-Aug 

1, 2 Final report SWG 1-Sep 

1, 2 Final meeting 
SWG, 
SR T2 

15-Sep 
(TBC) 

 
 
SR T2 – Senior Researcher for Task 2 
NE T2 – National Experts for Task 2 
NE Turkey – National Expert for Turkey 


