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Introduction

o The agriculture sector is the sector of great importance in 
the Kosovo overall economy.

o Currently, it contributes with 13.5% to gross domestic 
product.

o Kosovo has put in place elements of a legislative 
framework in research.

o The main challenges remain the implementation, 
allocation of financial resources and adequate capacities 
and knowledge in research and innovation.



Legal framework for research in Kosovo 

National Research Programme 2017-2021 of Kosovo 
addresses the:

• Development of the human capacity for research 
activities

• Development of research infrastructure
• Internationalization of scientific research activity
• Strengthening the links between science and society 

and economy for enhancing economic and social 
development

• Enhancing the excellence in research and scientific 
activity



Background: the research situation in 
Kosovo

o Assembly of Kosovo adopts the R&I legislation as well 
as approves policy and financial documents

o Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 
(MEST) is responsible for the development of the 
scientific research and higher education system and the 
promotion of technological development.

o Kosovo Academy of Science and Arts (ASHAK)
o National Research Council (NRC)
o Scientific Innovation Council (SIC)

Legal Basis:
o Education Strategic Plan 2017-2021
o Law on Scientific Research Activities 04/L-135
o Law (Nо. 06/L-049) on Scientific Innovation and 

Transfer of Knowledge and Technology
o Law (No.04/L-037) on Higher Education in the Republic 

of Kosovo
o Law (No. 2004/ 19) on Academy of Science and Arts of 

Kosovo



The organization of the national RI system 

Source: HERAS Report, 2019.



Funding situation

o Article 5 of the Law on SRA, specifies that” for providing 
the conditions and necessary means for scientific-research 
activity, the GoK allocates zero-point seven percent (0.7 
%) of the local annual budged.

o “Innovation Fund” grant scheme dedicated to innovative 
ideas with potentials for export and employment creation 
for micro, small and medium sized enterprises (MSMEs). 
The maximum amount of grant is €50,000

Other donor projects:

o European Research Framework for Research and 
Innovation, Horizon 

o COST Program 
o Regional Cooperation Council / South East Europe 2020 

strategy
o Western Balkans Regional R&D Strategy for Innovation
o Erasmus + Program
o CEEPUS (Central European Exchange Program for 

University Studies)



The strength of all relevant agri-food 
research capacities in the WB countries

o In Kosovo, the main institutions that are dealing
with agriculture research are:

o The Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Rural
Development (MAFRD)

o The Ministry of Education Science Technology and
Innovation (MESTI)

o The Kosovo Agriculture Institute in Peja and

o The Universities



The capacity of small agri-food firms to 
adopt innovations and new technology

• The MAFRD is currently redefining the role of the
Kosovo Agriculture Institute in Peja with the aim of
transforming it into a centre of excellence for
technology, training and advisory services.

• The capacity of small agri-food firms is supported by
several donors projects in order to strengthen the
research institute capacity for the planning,
implementation and management of research
programmes with specific emphasis on adaptive
agriculture research and technology assessment and
transfer as well as the capacities of universities
dealing mostly with research.



The role and capacity of the education 
system in supplying education and skills 
required in the labor market in agriculture

Figure 1. Number of employed researchers in Higher Education Institutions in Kosovo. Source: Kosovo Accreditation Agency

http://www.akreditimi-ks.org/new/index.php/en/

http://www.akreditimi-ks.org/new/index.php/en/
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The role of stakeholders in agri-food 
sector in prompting technological and 
knowledge transfer

Year of signing Agreement Partner Duration

2018 Capacity Building University of Burgundy – France 2018-2021

2018 Sustainable Forest Management Kosova Forestry Agency 2018- 2019

2019

For cooperation in Field of Forestry NGO “Fincha” Prizren

2019-2024

2019

Agreement for Academic 
Cooperation

College of Agriculture& Life Sciences 
of Chungnam National University, 
South Korea 

2019- 2024

2017
Academic support U.S Embassy in Prishtina 2017-2019

2019 Scientific - Technical Veterinarian Faculty in Skopje, 
Macedonia

2019 - active

2017 Kosovo Chamber of Commerce Partner 2017-active

2016 IADK Partner 2016-active



The role of Horizon Europe or Structural 
funds or IPA in contributing to the researc



Conclusions and recommendations

In general, the development of agriculture 
research shows little progress, mainly in the 
objectives of strengthening capacity building and 
increasing the budget. As well as:

o Institutional set up improvements

o Research Policy improvements

o Empowering local stakeholders involved in 
agriculture research

o Capacity Building 


