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Organic agriculture in Macedonia

Key figures

- 970 registered organic operators in 2026
- 4,766 ha under organic crop productionin 2026
- Organic agriculture represents around 1% of the total agricultural area
- Organic livestock in 2026 included approximately:
8,478 cattle
* 116,554 sheep
* 5,999 goats
* 10,779 bee colonies
- Organic production is supported through annual direct payments/area and animal-
based support measures
- The sector is gradually moving from a subsidy-driven approach towards a market-
oriented approach
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From policy support to implementation

1. Strengthened the institutional framework

- Established and continuously updated the Register of Organic Operators

- Improved administrative procedures for registration and monitoring

- Continued development of secondary legislation in line with EU principles

2. Maintained financial support for organic production

- Organic farmers receive targeted support through the national agricultural support system
- Support covers both plant production and livestock/beekeeping

3. Expanded the production base

- Organic crop area increased from 4,616 ha in 2024 to 4,766 ha in 2025

- The number of registered organic operators increased from 904 to 970

4. Started focusing more strongly on implementation

- Better coordination between administration, control bodies and organic operators
- More attention to the quality and completeness of data

- Development of practical guidance and secondary legislation
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A single, continuously updated
Organic Operator Register

The Organic Operator Register provides a common administrative basis for:

- identifying certified organic operators;

- monitoring the development of the sector;

- linking organic status with agricultural support measures;

- improving the reliability of statistical information;

- supporting communication between the administration, control bodies and
farmers.
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Where progress has been slower than expected

1. Financial support does not automatically create a stronger market

Public support has helped maintain and expand organic production, but subsidies alone
cannot guarantee market development, higher farm incomes or stable demand.

2. Production and market development have not always moved together

The number of organic operators and the certified area have grown, but market opportunities,
processing and value-added products remain comparatively limited.

3. Implementation capacity remains a challenge

The organic sector requires:

- sufficient administrative capacity;

- effective control and certification;

- continuous farmer guidance;

- stronger cooperation between institutions and stakeholders.
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Regional cooperation can accelerate progress

What we can learn from our neighbours

1. Digitalisation

- Interoperable organic registers

- Digital certification and traceability
- Better use of administrative data

2. Market development

- Cooperation between organic farmers

- Producer organisations and cooperatives
- Short supply chains and local markets

- Better links with processors and retailers
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Regional cooperation can accelerate progress

What we can learn from our neighbours

3. Public support

Moving from purely area-based support towards measures that also
encourage quality, innovation and value addition.

Better targeting of support to sectors with real organic market potential.

4. Knowledge and advisory services

- Practical advice for farmers

- Exchange of successful production models
- Regional training and peer-to-peer learning
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From progress to practice

Our priorities for the coming years

01 — Better data
Build a more integrated and reliable information system for organic agriculture.

02 — Stronger markets
Connect organic farmers with processors, retailers and consumers.

03 — More value added
Encourage processing, branding, local products and short supply chains.

04 — Stronger implementation capacity
Improve administrative, advisory and control capacities.

05 — Better targeted support
Gradually link public support with measurable results, quality and market
potential.

06 — Regional cooperation
Exchange practical solutions, data and experiences with neighbouring countries.



FROM PROGRESS » TO PRACTICE » TO VALUE

Thank you for your attention!!!
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